STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector -17-C, CHANDIGARH

Sh. Hitender Jain,

C/o Resurgence India,

903, Chander Nagar,

Civil Lines, Ludhiana.







































…………………………….Appellant

Vs.
Public Information Officer 

O/o Dept of Forests & Wildlife,

17 Buys Building, Sector-17,

Chandigarh.

………………………………..Respondent

AC No. 633 of 2008

Present:
(i) None is present on behalf of the Appellant

(ii) Sh. Karnail Singh, Sr. Assistant, O/o Dept of Forests & Wildlife, Chandigarh on behalf of the Respondent and Sarv Sh. Chaman Lal, Vishal Chauhan, K.Kanan, Karamjit Singh, Churchil Kumar, Basanta Raj Kumar, S.P.anand Kumar, Satinder Kumar Sagar, N.S. Randhawa, Dev Raj Sharma and Smt. Shailendra Kaur: the Divisional Forest Officers.
ORDER

Heard

2.
Vide my order dated 29.10.09, I had called upon 15 Divisional Forest Officers (named therein) to show cause why action be not taken against them under Section 20(1) RTI Act 2005 by way of imposition of penalty for their remissness in the matter of providing information on the request of the Appellant. 
3.
It was the case of the Respondent i.e. PIO, Department of Forests & Wildlife, Punjab that the sought for information was in the custody of various Divisional Forest Officers and, therefore, it could be supplied to the Appellant only when the information was supplied by the said DFOs to the Respondent.  It was further alleged that on having received the information from the various DFOs, the information was supplied to the 
Contd…P-2

-2-

Appellant by the Respondent on 10.08.09.  In other words, the Respondent placed the blame for the delay in the supply of information at the doorstep of the various Divisional Forest Officers. The Divisional Forest Officers (who appeared before me today) have in their replies mentioned various reasons for the delay caused in the supply of information. The reasons given are the paucity of staff, the information being in the custody of field/range officers, vagueness of the issues on which information was sought and the delayed receipt of requests from the Head Office etc. They are, however, quite emphatic in stating that there is no deliberate or willful delay on their part in serving the information requisition.

4.
I have carefully gone through the replies filed by the various Divisional Forest Officers and am satisfied that there is no culpable negligence on their part in dealing with the information requisition sent to them by the Respondent. The delay has occurred mainly due to the systemic deficiencies in the RTI mechanism set up in the State of Punjab. The lack of adequate training of the field staff by the Govt. of Punjab and its failure to properly sensitize them regarding the rights of the people under the RTI Act 2005 is also responsible for the lackadaisical response to the information requests made by the citizens under the Act. In any case, I do not think that it is a fit case in which penalty/penalties should be imposed upon the Respondent-PIO or the deemed PIOs i.e. the Divisional Forest Officers. As the information in question stands already supplied, this matter is , hereby,  disposed of and closed. Copies of the order be sent to the parties. 

Sd/-

                                                   (Kulbir Singh)

Dated: 13th November, 2009


State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector -17-C, CHANDIGARH

Sh. Tejinder Singh,

S/o Sh. Gurbax Singh,

R/o Waheguru Computers,

Jhabewal Chowk, Vill- Bholaupr,

PO- Sahbana, Chandigarh Road,

Ludhiana-141123.

 …………………………….Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer 

State Transport Commissioner (Pb.),

Jeevan Deep Building, Sector 17,

Chandigarh.

………………………………..Respondent

CC No. 2420 of 2009

Present:
(i) None is present on behalf of the Complainant

(ii) Sh. N.S.Brar, PIO, the Respondent 
ORDER

Heard

2.
Respondent states that sought for information has already been sent to the Complainant by registered post on 29.06.09 and 12.08.09. Complainant is absent. He was absent on the last hearing also. It is presumed that he is satisfied with the information provided. No further action is required. 
3.
Disposed of. Copies of the order be sent to the parties.


Sd/-
                                                   (Kulbir Singh)

Dated: 13th  November, 2009


State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector -17-C, CHANDIGARH

Sh. Davinder Singh,

S/o Sh. Mohan Singh Gurm,

W.No.11, Near Bhagat Ravi Dass Ji Gurudwara,

Ahmedgarh, Sangrur-148021.

 …………………………….Complainant

Vs.
Public Information Officer 

O/o DPI (Schools Secondary),

Pb, Chandigarh.

………………………………..Respondent

CC No. 2431 of 2009

Present:
(i) None is present on behalf of the Complainant

(ii) Sh. Gurmeet Singh, Sr. Assistant on behalf of the Respondent
ORDER

Heard

2.
Respondent states that sought for information has been supplied to the Complainant. Complainant is satisfied with the information. No further action is required.
3.
Disposed of. Copies of the order be sent to the parties.


Sd/-
                                                   (Kulbir Singh)

Dated: 13th November, 2009


State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector -17-C, CHANDIGARH

Sh. Himanshu Gupta,

Secretary, Lubhiana (Urban),

All India Human Rights Association,

82/H, Sarabha Nagar, Ludhiana.

…………………………….Complainant 

Vs.
Public Information Officer 

O/o  Executive Officer,

Improvement Trust, F.G. Market
Ludhiana.

………………………………..Respondent

CC No.  1007 of 2009
Present:
Nemo for the parties.
ORDER



The case was fixed for confirmation regarding payment of compensation of Rs. 2000/- to the Complainant. Complainant is absent.  Respondent is directed to make the payment of compensation to the Complainant, if already paid, information be sent to the Commission before the next date of hearing. 
2.         Adjourned to 17.12.09 (2.00 PM) for further proceeding. Copies of the order be sent to the parties


Sd/-
                                                   (Kulbir Singh)

Dated: 13th November, 2009


State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector -17-C, CHANDIGARH

Sh. Sawinder Singh,

S/o Sh. Shangara Singh,

Vill- Kala Nangal,

P.O Bhullar, Tehsil-Batala,

Distt- Gurdaspur.

…………………………….Complainant 

Public Information Officer,
Vs.
O/o DPI (elementary Education) Pb.,

SCO 32-34, Sector 17/E,

Chandigarh Ph: 2703916

………………………………..Respondent

CC No.  965 of 2009
Present:
(i) Sh. Sawinder Singh, the Complainant


(ii) Sh. J.S. Aulakh, Deputy Director on behalf of the Respondent 

ORDER

Heard

2.
Respondent states that all the record has been searched but the information demanded by the Complainant is not available in the record.  Respondent is directed to file an affidavit in this regard before the next date of hearing.
3.         Adjourned to 17.12.09 (2.00 PM) for further proceeding. Copies of the order be sent to the parties.   



Sd/-
                                                   (Kulbir Singh)

Dated: 13th November, 2009


State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector -17-C, CHANDIGARH

Sh. Amandeep Singh Cheema, Advocate,

# 93, Block-H, Shivalik Vihar, Naya Gaon,

Distt- Mohali.

.

…………………………….Complainant 

Vs.
Public Information Officer 

O/o. DPI(Secondary),

SCO 95-97, Sector 17-D,

Chandigarh

.

………………………………..Respondent

CC No. 957 of 2009
Present:
(i) None is present on behalf of the Complainant

(ii) Sh. Bhagwan Singh, Sr. Assistant & Sh. Varinder Kumar, Junior Assistant on behalf of the Respondent
ORDER

Heard

2.
Respondent states that he has brought the draft amounting to Rs. 2500/- to personally deliver to the Complainant today in the Commission. Complainant is absent.  Respondent is directed  to send this draft by registered post to the Complainant under intimation to the Commission. No further action is required.
3.
Disposed of.  Copies of the order be sent to the parties.


Sd/-
                                                   (Kulbir Singh)

Dated: 13th November, 2009


State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector -17-C, CHANDIGARH

Sh. Rajesh Mohan,

General Secretary,

National Federation of the Blind,

Pb, Branch, 4 (R), Dogra Basti,

Faridkot.

…………………………….Complainant 

Vs.
Public Information Officer 

O/o DPI (Schools), Pb,

Chandigarh.

………………………………..Respondent

        

CC No. 2864 of 2008


Present:
(i) None is present on behalf of the Complainant

(ii) Sh. Mohinder Singh, Sr. Assistant on behalf of the Respondent
ORDER

Heard

2.
Respondent states that sought for information has been supplied to the Complainant. Complainant is satisfied with the information. No further action is required.
3.
Disposed of. Copies of the order be sent to the parties.


Sd/-
                                                   (Kulbir Singh)

Dated: 13th  November, 2009


State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector -17-C, CHANDIGARH

Sh. Sham Lal Gupta,

S/o Sh. Dayal Chand,

Bhai Mool Chand Colony,

Sunam, Distt- Sangrur.

           …………………………….Complainant

Vs.
Public Information Officer 

O/o District Education Officer (S),

Sangrur.

……………………………..Respondent

CC No.  2392 of 2009
Present:
(i) Sh. Sham Lal Gupta, the Complainant

(ii) Sh. Ajaib Singh, Jr. Assistant on behalf of the Respondent
ORDER

Heard

2.     Complainant has given copy of the deficiencies to the Respondent today in the Commission. Respondent is directed to provide complete information to the Complainant before the next date of hearing.

4.         Adjourned to 10.12.09 (2.00 PM) for further proceeding. Copies of the order be sent to the parties.   



Sd/-
                                                   (Kulbir Singh)

Dated: 13th  November, 2009


State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector -17-C, CHANDIGARH

Sh. Kuldip Kumar Kaura,

5-C, Urban Estate,

Focal Point, Ludhiana 

…………………………….Complainant 

Vs.
Public Information Officer 

O/o Principal Secy.,

Local Govt., Punjab,

603/6, Mini Sectt. 

Chandigarh

………………………………..Respondent

CC No.  1012 of 2009
Present:
(i) Sh. Kuldip Kumar Kaura, the Complainant

(ii) Sh. Jagdish Singh, Sr. Assistant on behalf of the Respondent
ORDER

Heard

2.
Complainant states that complete information has not been supplied to him. Copies of degrees of four officials and notings of eight promoted officials have not been provided. Respondent is directed to provide this information to the Complainant before the next date of hearing. In case record is not available in their office, he should file an affidavit in this regard. 
3.
Adjourned to 18.12.09 (11.00 AM) for further proceeding. Copies of the order be sent to the parties.

Sd/-
                                                   (Kulbir Singh)

Dated: 13th November, 2009


State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector -17-C, CHANDIGARH

Sh. Ranjit Singh,

S/o Sh. Jai Dev Singh,

R/o Vill-Dhobra,

P.O. Jhakho Lahri,

Tehsil- Pathankot, Distt- Gurdaspur.

 …………………………….Complainant

Vs.
Public Information Officer 

O/o Chief Medical Officer,

Civil Hospital, Gurdaspur.

………………………………..Respondent

CC No. 2919 of 2009

Present:
Nemo for the parties 

ORDER


Neither the Complainant nor the Respondent is present. One more opportunity is granted to both the parties.

2.
Adjourned to 17.12.09 (at 02.00 PM) for further proceedings. Copies of the order be sent to the parties.


Sd/-
                                                   (Kulbir Singh)

Dated: 13th November, 2009


State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector -17-C, CHANDIGARH

Smt. Jasbir Kaur,

S/o Sh. Manjit Singh,

M.I.G.2706-C, Sector-70,

Mohali.

 …………………………….Complainant

Vs.
Public Information Officer 

O/o Sub Divisional Magistrate,

Kharar.

………………………………..Respondent

CC No. 2861 of 2009

Present:
(i) Smt. Jasbir Kaur, the Complainant

(ii) Sh. Paramjit Singh, Reader O/o SMD on behalf of the Respondent 
ORDER

Heard

2.
Complainant has filed an application to the PIO O/o Deputy Commissioner, Mohali in which she sought information regarding reasons for not completing her service book. Respondent has informed the Complainant vide his letter No.290 dated 02.07.2009 that record relating to Maternity leave, fitness certificate or extended leave is not available in the office. Complainant states that she has given documents to Sh. Rajesh Khanna, Bill Clerk O/o SDM, Kharar even then her service book has not been completed.
3.
Sh. Rajesh Dhiman,   Tehsildar, Kharar states that Complainant should provide us  fresh leave application along with birth certificate of her child so that action be taken on leave application of the Complainant .

4.
Complainant is advised to file fresh leave application for the period she was on leave. It is recommended that Respondent should sanction her maternity leave ex-postfacto as per service rules, in order to complete her service book

5.
Adjourned to 10.12.09 (2.00 PM) for further proceeding. Copies of the order be sent to the parties.

Sd/-
                                                   (Kulbir Singh)

Dated: 13th November, 2009


State Information Commissioner
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

SCO No. 32-33-34, Sector -17-C, CHANDIGARH

Dr. Partap Singh Malhotra,

Retd. Director Principal,

SGRD Institute of Medical Sciences and Research,

Amritsar.

 …………………………….Complainant
Vs.
Public Information Officer 

O/o Civil Surgeon,

Amritsar.

………………………………..Respondent
CC No. 2889 of 2009
Present:
(i) None is present on behalf of the Complainant

(ii) Sh. Daljit Singh, Junior Assistant on behalf of the Respondent 
ORDER

Heard

2.
Respondent has provided information today in the Commission. Complainant is absent. Respondent is directed to send the information to the Complainant within one week. Copy of the information submitted by the Respondent be also sent to the Complainant alongwith the order. No further action is required. 
3.
Disposed of.  Copies of the order be sent to the parties.


Sd/-
                                                   (Kulbir Singh)

Dated: 13th November, 2009


State Information Commissioner
